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Contents 

The course aims to provide a theoretical, empirical and methodological understanding of place-based 

development processes, with an emphasis on agro-food, rural and regional dynamics in urbanizing societies. 

It builds upon several BSc and MSc courses:  Agrarian and Rural Development: Sociological Perspectives 

(RSO-20806), Sociology of Farming and Rural Life (RSO-30806), Sociological Theories of Rural Transformation 

(RDS-30306), Globalisation and Sustainability of Food Production and Consumption (ENP-31806) and 

Sociology in Development: Towards a Critical Perspective (RDS-32806). 

This course will, on the one hand, deepen and integrate themes and topics as well as theoretical concepts and 

perspectives of these courses, and on the other hand elaborate on topics (empirically and theoretically) such 

as socio-spatial differentiation processes, place-based development paths, alternative food geographies, food 

sovereignty, food citizenship, food movements, urban food provisioning, sustainable place-shaping and place 

branding. By presenting and discussing recently completed and on-going research projects a wide range of 

research methodologies will be introduced. 

As such this course acquaints students with the most important scientific theoretical perspectives and 

paradigms of agro-food dynamics and rural and regional transformation processes and their social, political 

and academic context. In doing so the course presents a comprehensive framework for a thorough analysis of 

the heterogeneous and multidimensional character of socio-spatial transformation processes. Within that 

framework the on-going scientific and policy debates about food provisioning and place-based development 

fall into place. 

In addition to a thorough and in-depth elaboration of these debates, food provisioning and place-based 

development practices will be analysed. This is among others achieved through research presentations by PhD 

students, analysis of case studies from current and recently completed research projects, movies and 

excursions. As a result students come to understand the methodological questions and need of trans-

disciplinarity to deal with the multiple facets of food provisioning and place-based development dynamics. 
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Course themes 

 

The course is based upon two of the main research themes of the Rural Sociology Group: 

1. The sociology of food provisioning; 

2. The sociology of place-based development. 

Being based on these main research themes implies that this course provides an up-to-date  insight into 

current theoretical debates and research findings. These are mainly derived from recently completed and 

current international collaborative research programs such as PUREFOOD (http://purefoodnetwork.eu/), 

FOODLINKS (http://www.foodlinkscommunity.net/), SUPURBFOOD (http://supurbfood.eu/) and DERREG 

(http://www.derreg.eu/). Within and linked to these programs the Rural Sociology Group has approximately 

30 ongoing PhD projects. Several PhD candidates will give a guest lecture to present their projects 

(theoretical approach, research methods, results). 

The first week of the course is entitled “Socio-spatial differentiation processes and development paths” and 

will outline the theoretical and societal context and background of food provisioning and place-based 

development. Key issues are diversity in development patterns and dynamics in time. 

The second week of the course is entitled “Placeless and place-based food” and links the main themes of the 

course by questioning the importance (or irrelevance) of place in food provisioning practices and food quality 

characteristics and why and how the significance of place in food has changed during the past decades. 

The third  (A relational approach to place-based development) and fourth week (Food citizenship, food 

democracy and food movements) of the course focus on the role of agency and ‘new’ actors in food 

provisioning and place-based development. 

The fifth (Place-based strategies and practices) and sixth week (Urban food provisioning strategies and 

practices) cover emerging practices and future strategies in the context of current socio-political challenges: 

how to sustainably develop rural and city-regions and how to sustainably feed cities in a rapidly urbanizing 

society? 

 

 

Activities` 

 

 Lectures  

 Videos 

 Debates in class  

 Self-study  

 Field trips  

 Group assignment  

 

 

For more information please contact the course coordinator: han.wiskerke@wur.nl  
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